September 16, 2021
Superintendent Patrick Kenney
Shenandoah National Park
3655 US HWY 211
East Luray, VA 22835
Re: Press Release - Update and Establish Recreational Permit Fees
Dear Mr. Kenney,
Mid Atlantic Climbers (MAC) thanks Shenandoah National Park for the opportunity to comment
on the pilot project for Old Rag Mountain visitor access. MAC represents roughly 2,000
members and supporters in Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington, DC, and West
Virginia. Our organization is dedicated to preserving climbing access while promoting
responsible climbing and environmental stewardship, and is committed to advancing justice,
equity, diversity, and inclusion in the outdoors. We value our long standing relationship with the
park in working on stewardship projects and climbing management at Old Rag and other
locations.
Old Rag is a cherished natural resource for all visitors, including the climbing community, that
we hope to preserve and protect for future generations. The granite rock of this formation and
its wilderness setting provides an experience unique to most climbing alternatives in this area.
Having this resource within a few hours of a major metropolitan region is important to providing
access to the outdoors for local climbers living in more developed areas.
MAC recognizes the challenge the park is facing in balancing recreation and conservation of
wilderness and other natural values at Old Rag, and we appreciate the park’s efforts to address
this growing issue. We are not just climbers, but outdoor enthusiasts, and many of us have
witnessed firsthand the crowds, traffic jams, and social trails that have developed along Old Rag
Mountain Trail. Our members and supporters have volunteered with the park for many years
and have tried to do our part in helping to steward this area. We have concerns, however, that
this pilot program may impact climbing access and unintentionally make it difficult for climbers
using less crowded trails to enjoy this resource. Additionally, we are concerned that the currently
proposed reservation system would create additional challenges for some local climbers who
may already face barriers, such as cost, to accessing Old Rag.

Concerns Over Crowding
The 2020 Old Rag Mountain Visitor Use Study - Final Report identified two key areas of
concern: crowding along the rock scrambling sections (referred to as “the Squeeze” and “the
Chute”) and crowding at the summit. Given the nature of the Old Rag Ridge Trail and the
location of the climbing areas at Old Rag, the vast majority of climbers access the mountain via
Berry Hollow. A primary reason for this is to specifically avoid the rock scrambling sections of
the trail. There is one notable exception in which climbers would approach from the primary
parking area, but, again, would reach their climbing destination before the rock scramble. Some
destinations do take climbers past the summit, but, unlike hikers, the climbers’ destination is not
the view but the climb.
Ultimately, while we cannot definitively predict the outcome of this pilot program, we have
concerns that it may become more difficult for climbers to access Old Rag. We ask the park to
be mindful of this possibility and consider alternatives that allow the park to address the
considerable impact of the hiking community while acknowledging the other forms of recreation
and their minimal impact. We urge the Park to consider alternatives that may include: limiting
the pilot program to the Old Rag Ridge Trailhead or to visitors parking at the Old Rag Parking
Area, or directing a specific number of daily tickets to climbing use.

Reservation System
The proposed reservation system may also reduce equitable access for climbers, as well as the
broader community of outdoor enthusiasts. Accessing Old Rag from the Washington, DC,
Baltimore, or other regional metro areas already requires transportation, park entrance fees,
and equipment. Advance reservations and additional fees would create further barriers that may
discourage or prevent some members of our climbing community from enjoying this resource.
The proposed system may favor visitors with more flexible schedules, higher incomes, and other
factors that would contribute to ease of advance planning. Climbing is also more weather
dependent than hiking, as rock can sometimes take multiple days to dry from rain or snowmelt
before it is safe and feasible to climb. Therefore, advance planning can be generally more
difficult for climbers.
We encourage the park to examine the impacts of an advance reservation system to equitable
recreation access and consider alternatives that would provide opportunities for those who have
difficulties planning in advance to access the resource. Alternatives in line with the ticketing
system could include but are not limited to: holding a percentage of tickets for walk-ins or
releasing tickets unused by a certain time for walk-ins. Since the reservation fee is associated
with the online system, an alternative that allows for some recreationists to access Old Rag the
day of the visit could also reduce the total cost for those visitors.
Additionally, we ask the park to track and publish metrics for the ticketing program through its
pilot period. Tracking when reservations are made, which access points visitors are using, and

how many reservations are unclaimed may help us all better understand the impact of the
system on recreation at Old Rag.
Mid Atlantic Climbers looks forward to continuing to work with the park on climbing
management, and would be happy to speak with the park directly to further discuss our
comments.
Sincerely,
Edwin Bachetti
President
Mid Atlantic Climbers
edwin@midatlanticclimbers.org

